Introduced by Council Member Wilson and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Boyer, Carter, Schellenberg, Anderson, Gulliford, Hazouri, Pittman, Newby, Bowman and Morgan: 


RESOLUTION 2018-597
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE FIRST CITY COUNCIL OF THE CONSOLIDATED CITY OF JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, in August 1967 the voters of the City of Jacksonville and Duval County, after two years of considerable study and vigorous debate, approved the consolidation of the city and county governments by a vote of 64% to 36%; and


WHEREAS, just over two months later the voters returned to the polls for the first primary election and again in December for the general election to choose the leaders of the new consolidated government, including the mayor, city council, and elected constitutional officers who would transition from the old form of government to the new; and


WHEREAS, the new consolidated government City Council consisted of the following members: Walter Dickinson (District 1), Don MacLean (District 2), Jack Carter (District 3), Wallace Covington (District 4), John Lanahan (District 5), Johnny Sanders (District 6), Oscar Taylor (District 7), Sallye Mathis (District 8), Earl Huntley (District 9), Bobby Moore (District 10), Mary Singleton (District 11), W.E. “Ted” Grissett, Jr. (District 12), Homer Humphries, Jr. (District 13), Walter Williams (District 14), Jake Godbold (At-large Group 1), I.M. Sulzbacher (At-large Group 2), Joe Carlucci (At-large Group 3), Bill Basford (At-large Group 4) and Earl Johnson, Sr. (At-large Group 5); and

WHEREAS, the City Council elected in 1967 was a diverse and well-qualified group of citizens, representative of the community at large; it included 12 college graduates, four African-Americans, four Republicans, and two women among its membership, and included representation from the Local Government Study Commission that had recommended consolidation and crafted the first City Charter and several prominent business and civic leaders; and

WHEREAS, the new City Council officially took office on March 1, 1968 to begin the transition process, developing a system of rules to govern the proceedings of the Council, a committee system to consider legislation, and hiring staff, and approving the first consolidated government budget proposed by Mayor Hans Tanzler after weeks of intensive meetings throughout the summer of 1968; and

WHEREAS, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the consolidated government, it is proper that the City should look back with great respect and admiration and acknowledge the tremendous work done by  the first consolidated City Council to set the new government on a firm foundation that has led to 50 years of successful governance; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the accomplishments of the first City Council of the Consolidated City of Jacksonville, and acknowledges the outstanding work done by that body to implement the will of the people by setting a new reform-minded government on a firm foundation for success. The City Council particularly recognizes and honors the members of the original council who are still with us and thanks them for their hard work and civic spirit.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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